
 
 

 

DYNAFLEX™ TPE FROM GLS HELPS BUG BAM PRODUCTS LLC 
CREATE SOFT-TOUCH PRODUCTS THAT GIVE MOSQUITOES 

THE BRUSH-OFF  
 

Flexible, FDA-Compliant TPE Provides Safety and Compatibility for a 
Competitive Advantage 

 
MCHENRY, Ill. – July 15, 2008 – At first glance, Bug Bam repellent products from Bug 

Bam Products LLC seem simple enough to make. These flexible, colorful wristbands, pet 

tags, and hanging grids use a proprietary formula of all-natural essential oils to ward off 

annoying and potentially harmful mosquitoes. However, finding the right material for Bug 

Bam items was no picnic for company founder and CEO Joseph Symond. With a long 

list of performance, aesthetic, and safety requirements, and negative experiences with 

both low-density polyethylene (LDPE) and silicone, Symond called GLS Corporation, a 

PolyOne company (NYSE: POL), and a global leader in the manufacture of high-

performance, custom-formulated thermoplastic elastomers (TPEs). DYNAFLEX™ 2755 

TPE not only met all of Bug Bam Products LLC’s requirements, but also provided 

outstanding flow characteristics for demanding new applications.  

 

Thanks to the soft-touch feel, flexibility, resilience, and FDA compliance of DYNAFLEX 

2755 TPE, Bug Bam Products LLC has been extremely successful with the Bug Bam 

line. These easy-to-use, all-natural (DEET-free) repellent products are proving very 

popular. Retail outlets include QVC home shopping, BJ’s Wholesale Club and Wal-Mart 

stores.  As a result, Symond has expanded the product array; the latest version will be a 

plug-in vehicle fan containing an insert of the TPE material for use at tailgate parties and 

other open-air scenarios.  
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Before contacting GLS, Symond had a vision of what the ideal material would provide. 

“We had been using LDPE but found that when users bent the wristbands, an 

unattractive, permanent white line would form,” said Symond. “We wanted the upscale 

look and feel of silicone, but encountered two issues. The first was silicone’s high cost, 

but the real deal-breaker was incompatibility with our proprietary essential oils and 

fragrance that are incorporated into the material. Frankly, when our compounder heated 

up the mixture, the silicone gave off an unpleasant odor.”  

 

Still seeking the appearance of silicone without its drawbacks, Symond found everything 

he was looking for in DYNAFLEX 2755 TPE. This grade provided an economical solution 

for a wide variety of applications while delivering a soft, flexible feel; good weatherability; 

ease of coloring and processing; and FDA compliance.   

 

“Unlike silicone, DYNAFLEX 2755 TPE is completely compatible with our oil-based 

formula, and can be processed at the lower temperatures necessary to preserve the 

properties of the plant oils and fragrance,” he said. “Compared to our old material, LDPE, 

it is much more flexible and does not show any effects from bending.” 

 

The versatility of DYNAFLEX 2755 TPE is helping Bug Bam Products LLC expand and 

tailor its offerings. For example, the combination of FDA compliance with softness 

enables the company to create products for babies and children. When a major retailer 

asked Bug Bam Products LLC to create a special one-size-fits-all wristband, the 

excellent flow characteristics of DYNAFLEX enabled the company to create a design 

with a snap-off tab having a molded-in groove that would have created problems if done 

in LDPE or other lower-flow materials. “The properties of the GLS TPE allowed us to 

make some minor alterations to the mold and, within a very short period of time, we had 

our customized product ready to show the buyer, who was thrilled with it,” Symond 

recalled. 

 

In addition to supplying the ideal material, GLS helps Bug Bam Products LLC with a 

range of value-added services. “GLS sent a technician to our factory in Shanghai to 

assist with fine-tuning our molding equipment to resolve issues we were having with 

temperatures and shot times in order to reduce our waste and produce a clean, perfectly 
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formed piece. The GLS sales manager also checks in regularly to answer questions, and 

has visited our compounder. In short, GLS is there when we need them.”   

 

Symond concluded, “GLS’s DYNAFLEX has given us a competitive advantage over 

products that use LDPE. We’ve sold millions of units and have achieved a near 100% 

success rate, which is unheard of for a natural repellent. This material has made a big 

contribution to our success.” 

 
 
Media Contacts: 
Corporate  
David Honeycutt 
Director of Marketing Communications 
PolyOne Corp. 
440-930-3154 
David.Honeycutt@polyone.com 

Product Information  
Walter Ripple 
Senior Director, Global Sales & 
Marketing 
GLS  
815-385-8500 
wripple@glscorp.com 

  
Agency  
Joseph Bennett 
Account Executive 
AH&M Marketing Communications 
413-448-2260, ext. 14 
jbennett@ahminc.com 
 
 
TM  DYNAFLEX is a trademark of GLS. 
     DYNAFLEX compounds contain KRATON Polymers made by Kraton Polymers US   
     LLC and its affiliates worldwide. 
 
 
About GLS 
GLS, acquired by PolyOne in January of 2008, is a global leader in the development, 

manufacture, and supply of high-performance, custom-formulated thermoplastic 

elastomers (TPEs). See www.glscorporation.com for additional information on GLS. 

 

About PolyOne 
PolyOne Corporation, with annual revenues of more than $2.7 billion, is a premier 

provider of specialized polymer materials, services and solutions. Headquartered outside 

of Cleveland, Ohio USA, PolyOne has operations around the globe. For additional 

information on PolyOne, visit our new Web site at www.polyone.com. 
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BUG REPELLENT WRIST BAND FROM BUG BAM PRODUCTS LLC USES 
GLS’ DYNAFLEXTM TPE FOR ITS SOFT-TOUCH AND FLEXIBLE FEEL 

 

 
 

Photo Caption:  Bug Repellent Wrist Band Uses GLS TPEs  
DYNAFLEX™ 2755 TPE from GLS offers a soft-touch feel, flexibility, resilience, and 

FDA compliance to the Bug Bam repellent product line from Bug Bam Products LLC.  

These easy-to-use, all-natural (DEET-free) repellent products – such as this flexible, 

colorful wristband photographed here – use a proprietary formula of all-natural essential 

oils to ward off annoying and potentially harmful mosquitoes.  The excellent flow 

characteristics of DYNAFLEX enabled Bug Bam Products LLC to create a wristband 

design with a snap-off tab having a molded-in groove that would have created problems 

if done in low-density polyethylene (LDPE) or another lower-flow material. 
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TM  DYNAFLEX is a trademark of GLS. 
     DYNAFLEX compounds contain KRATON Polymers made by Kraton Polymers US        
     LLC and its affiliates worldwide. 
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